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By Nora J. Kleinman

T he United States has long been a nation of immigrants – frequently referred to as a “melting pot” or 
more recently a “salad bowl.” National legislation has changed dramatically over the last hundred 
years, influencing the number and composition of immigrants.  

In the early 1900s immigration legislation was enacted piece by piece.  This changed in 1921 with the 
passage of the National Origins Act (passed in a final form in 1924).  This act restricted the number of 
immigrants who could enter the United States and established a quota system based on country of origin. 
The Western Hemisphere was excluded from the quota system and quotas for northern and western Europe 
were relatively generous.  However it severely limited the number of individuals who were allowed entry from 
eastern and southern Europe and did not allow immigrants from Asia. 

In 1965 the immigration laws changed dramatically with the passage of the Hart-Cellar Act.  This legislation 
replaced the national quota system with hemispheric caps, and preference groups.  Certain groups were given 
preference, such as individuals with relatives in the United States or those who worked jobs seen as critical 
by the Department of Labor.

The Immigration Reform and Control Act of 1986 created sanctions for employers who knowingly 
hired illegal immigrants, increased enforcement at US borders, and legalized certain agricultural workers 
and undocumented aliens who had lived in the United States continuously since 1982.  This led to larger 
numbers of recorded immigrants than usual in 1989, 1990, and 1991. 

Technical Notes for Graphs
These graphs display the number of legal permanent residents (LPRs) who have immigrated to the six state 

Northwest region over the last ten years. LPRs are persons who have been granted lawful permanent residence 
in the United States, commonly known as “green card” recipients.  These numbers do not include individuals 
who have come to the United States as refugees, asylees, nonimmigrant admissions, or illegal immigrants.  
Refugees or asylees are individuals who sought residence in the United States in order to avoid persecution 
in their country of origin.  Persons granted refugee status applied for admission while outside the United 
States. Persons granted asylum status applied either at a port of entry or at some point after their entry into 
the United States. Nonimmigrant admissions are people who come to the US for a limited period of time, 
such as tourists, business travelers, temporary workers, students, or participants in cultural exchange programs.

These graphs also include both new arrivals and individuals who have received an adjustment of status.  An 
adjustment of status is a procedure allowing certain foreign nationals already in the U.S. to apply for immigrant 
status. Foreign nationals admitted to the U.S. in a nonimmigrant (e.g. tourist or student), refugee, or parolee 
category may have their status changed to that of lawful permanent resident if they are eligible to receive an 
immigrant visa and one is immediately available.  In such cases, the foreign national is counted as an immigrant 
at the date of adjustment, even though they may have been in the United States for an extended period of time.

Shifting Borders
The Department of Homeland Security Office of Immigration Statistics categorizes countries and their 

territories and dependencies into specific regional groups. The following lists the countries included in each 
region.  Countries in italics were categorized by DHS as part of Europe before 2009. 

2009: 
Africa includes Algeria, Angola, Benin, Botswana, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cameroon, Cape Verde, Central 
African Republic, Chad, Comoros, Cote d’Ivoire, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Djibouti, Egypt, 
Equatorial Guinea, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Gabon, Gambia, Ghana, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Kenya, Lesotho, Liberia, 
Libya, Madagascar, Malawi, Mali, Mauritania, Mauritius, Morocco, Mozambique, Namibia, Niger, Nigeria, 
Republic of the Congo, Reunion, Rwanda, Saint Helena, Sao Tome and Principe, Senegal, Seychelles, Sierra 
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Leone, Somalia, South Africa, Sudan, Swaziland, Tanzania, Togo, Tunisia, Uganda, Western 
Sahara, Zambia, and Zimbabwe.

Asia includes Afghanistan, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Brunei, 
Burma, Cambodia, China, Cyprus, East Timor, Georgia, Hong Kong, India, Indonesia, 
Iran, Iraq, Israel, Japan, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Kuwait, Kyrgyzstan, Laos, Lebanon, Macau, 
Malaysia, Maldives, Mongolia, Nepal, North Korea, Oman, Pakistan, Philippines, Qatar, 
Saudi Arabia, Singapore, South Korea, Sri Lanka, Syria, Taiwan, Tajikistan, Thailand, 
Turkey, Turkmenistan, United Arab Emirates, Uzbekistan, Vietnam, and Yemen.

Europe includes Albania, Andorra, Austria, Belarus, Belgium, Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
Bulgaria, Croatia, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Gibraltar, 
Greece, Holy See, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Kosovo, Latvia, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, 
Luxembourg, Macedonia, Malta, Moldova, Monaco, Montenegro, Netherlands, Norway, 
Poland, Portugal, Romania, Russia, San Marino, Serbia, Slovak Republic, Slovenia, Spain, 
Serbia and Montenegro, Sweden, Switzerland, Ukraine, and the United Kingdom.

North America includes Canada, Greenland, Mexico, Saint Pierre and Miquelon, 
United States, and the countries within the regions of the Caribbean and Central America. 
Caribbean includes Anguilla, Antigua and Barbuda, Aruba, Bahamas, Barbados, Bermuda, 
British Virgin Islands, Cayman Islands, Cuba, Dominica, Dominican Republic, Grenada, 
Guadeloupe, Haiti, Jamaica, Martinique, Montserrat, Netherlands Antilles, Puerto Rico, 
Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Trinidad and Tobago, 
Turks and Caicos Islands, and U.S.Virgin Islands.

Central America includes Belize, Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, 
Nicaragua, and Panama.

Oceania includes American Samoa, Australia, Christmas Island, Cocos (Keeling) Islands, 
Cook Islands, Federated States of Micronesia, Fiji, French Polynesia, Guam, Kiribati, 
Marshall Islands, Nauru, New Caledonia, New Zealand, Niue, Northern Mariana Islands, 
Palau, Papua New Guinea, Pitcairn Islands, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Tokelau, Tonga, 
Tuvalu, Vanuatu, and Wallis and Futuna Islands.

South America includes Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Ecuador, Falkland 
Islands, French Guiana, Guyana, Paraguay, Peru, Suriname, Uruguay, and Venezuela. 

2009 Total NW 2008 Total NW 2007 Total NW
Mexico 4,996 Mexico 5,599 Mexico 153,402

Philippines 3,322 China 2,718 China 79,249

Ukraine 2,152 Philippines 2,682 Philippines 75,998

Vietnam 2,148 Vietnam 2,488 India 67,323

India 2,117 India 2,373 Colombia 33,417

China 2,081 Ukraine 1,832 Vietnam 30,618

Somalia 1,519 Canada 1,284 Haiti 30,480

Canada 1,502 Russia 1,191 Cuba 29,247

Ethiopia 1,492 Korea 1,157 Dominican 
Republic

28,092

South 
Korea

1,227 Somalia 1,140 Korea 23,493

Top 10 Countries of Birth of Immigrants to the Northwest
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